COPTHORNE FAVOURITES FOR TROPHY

Copthorne, favourites to win the Davies & Tate Trophy, meet Crowborough Beacon in the semi-finals on August 11.  The other pairing between Willingdon and Haywards Heath will be played the same day at venues to be announced.
      
The final of the Sussex Inter-Club Matchplay championship is scheduled for September 11 again at a neutral course.
      
The quarterfinals produced a convincing home win by 7.5-4.5 for Copthorne over holders Worthing.  The only away side to win was Haywards Heath by 7-5 at Seaford.
      
The other two matches ran true to form; Willingdon beating Slinfold Park and Crowborough Beacon knocking out Pyecombe.  Both were by 10-2 margins.

EATON'S CRUCIAL PUTT FOR COPTHORNE

       
Copthorne's defeat of Worthing left no room for argument.  Not that there was any dispute when Scott Williams, the Worthing team captain, observed all the courtesies associated with the championship.
       
"Copthorne just played better than we did.  We were 3-1 down after the foursomes and couldn't come back.  Home advantage was massive."
This was Worthing's fourth successive away tie this season and defeat leaves Copthorne as favourites for a record sixth title.  And that is not counting a shared Trophy with Ham Manor in 1993.  If Copthorne beat Crowborough and go on to win more silverware they will be the most successful side since the championship began in 1971.

         
Now Copthorne have made amends for losing last year's final to Worthing at Littlehampton, further proof if necessary that these are the two most powerful teams in Sussex.
         
Richard Hewitt, Copthorne's team manager, readily admitted that playing at home was a huge advantage as both sides are equally talented.
The foursomes saw Worthing's big guns Scott Nightingale and Joe Doherty taking on one of Copthorne's strongest pairings Paul Oliver and Rob Granger.  Nightingale in particular was in good form and Worthing had a comfortable 5 & 4 victory to go one point up.
The next two matches went Copthorne's way with Doug Arnold and Mark Logan beating Keith Hale and Peter Tarver-Jones 4 & 3 and Paul Cleverley and Javier Liste winning 3 & 2 against Nigel Harrington and Jack Bartlett.  This left Tom Eaton and Adam Patterson one down standing on the 17th tee to Scott Williams and David Fluke.
A steady par four for Copthorne beat Worthing's five and at the 18th both Eaton and Williams hit enormous drives.  The pin was located on the front of the green on a precarious slope calling for an approach to be a little short to avoid the perils of a three-putt.
Fluke obliged downwind to finish 20ft short of the flag and it was left to Patterson to get closer.  With a 58-degree wedge he judged it to perfection ending pin high.  Williams' putt was good but failed to drop.  Eaton faced with a tricky side hill putt calmly rolled it in sending Copthorne in 3-1 up.  It proved to be the putt of the day.

DOUG ARNOLD MASTER CLASS

First out in the singles Peter Tarver-Jones just beat Patterson by one hole in a high quality game giving Worthing renewed hope.  Then came two key matches.  A superb seven iron to 2ft at 15 put team captain Cleverley one up against Nightingale and he kept up the pressure winning 3 & 1.
Old adversaries Granger and Doherty went toe-to-toe ending with Granger squeezing home by 2 & 1.  Paul Oliver, often saved by his fine short game, accounted for Harrington by 4 & 3 leaving Copthorne needing half a point to reach the semi-finals.
The winning putt was holed by Eaton beating Fluke while throughout a blustery day Arnold displayed all his great experience of how to play in a wind.  He and Bartlett, 40 years his junior, finished all square but it was in the morning when Arnold and another old Copthorne hand Mark Logan came up with the goods.
Richard Hewitt reflected:  "Man of the match?  Difficult.  Paul Cleverley won two matches and taking Nightingale's scalp was so important in lifting the side.  Tom Eaton was the only other player to win both matches, so perhaps they should share the honour.  Proudest man of the day?  Can I claim that, please."

COWLEY BROTHERS SHINE FOR HEATH

At Seaford, Haywards Heath were down in three of the foursomes and wondering when their luck might change.  Rob McNeil and Adam Galbraith, four down after nine holes to father and son Martin and Dan King, suddenly reversed the slide to win two up.
But with eight holes remaining Dan King suffered a recurrence of back trouble and had to be replaced in the singles by Gary Walker.  A third King in the Seaford team, nephew Wesley, was also on the losing side with Brian Walker by 4 & 2 to Sam, 20 and Tim Cowley, 17.  The brothers both went on to win their singles.
           
Andy Hull, Haywards Heath's team captain, was delighted to be involved as his colleagues won five of the singles to go through 7-5.
           "The rescue in the foursomes was what turned the tide.  We were facing a 3-1 deficit but went in 2-2 and that made an enormous difference."
            Martin Landless, Seaford's team captain, said:  "The injury to Dan King dampened the spirit of the whole team.  But, at the end of the day, all credit to Haywards Heath."

WILLINGDON'S STRONG SQUAD

Willingdon fly the Eastbourne banner into the semi-finals after brushing aside Slinfold Park 10-2.  The Billingshurst team, 4-0 down after the foursomes, managed only two points in the singles and Lloyd Davies was their only winner beating Craig Fletcher 5 & 4.
            Aaron Lansberry and Paul Sturgess both managed halves from Andy Theo and James Gietzen respectively.  Theo was dormy three up when it was agreed to shake hands.
Graham Carn, Willingdon's captain, gave way allowing Des Brockwell to come in.  The rotating selection system at Willingdon also meant Dean Plant replacing Adrian Sharpin.  So far Willingdon have used 11 players.  By the semi-finals at least 14 will be available for the eight slots.

PYECOMBE DAZZLED BY BEACON

            Crowborough at the Beacon take some beating as Pyecombe discovered to their cost.  The home team dominated the singles winning seven to run out 10-2 victors.
The only points for Pyecombe came from lone foursomes winners Andy Foot and Michael Stoner while John Deacon's 4 & 2 success against Ian Adams prevented a total wipe out in the afternoon.  Otherwise it was all one-way traffic at the Beacon.

            Davies & Tate Trophy 4th round results:

            Willingdon beat Slinfold Park 10-2;
            Copthorne beat Worthing 7.5-4.5;
            Seaford lost to Haywards Heath 7-5;
            Crowborough Beacon beat Pyecombe 10-2.

            Draw for the semi-finals to be played August 11 at courses to be announced:

            Willingdon v Haywards Heath;
            Copthorne v Crowborough.

OLLIE BACK FOR BOGNOR

Bognor were pleased to welcome Ollie Turnill back for the Plate visit to Hassocks.  This first round tie was won 9.5-2.5 by Bognor and Turnill, 19, the Sussex 2005 champion and current county colts top gun, notched two points.
           Turnill is on a golf scholarship at an American college in Georgia.  The vacation and summer break has enabled Turnill, now off plus-four in America, to return home and turn out for his club.
           He is available not only for the second round of the Plate after going back to play for his college in the national finals, but has entered for the Sussex championships.

            Davies & Tate Plate, 1st round results:

            Cooden Beach beat The Nevill 9-3;
            Selsey lost to Littlehampton on countback;
            East Sussex National beat Eastbourne GP 11-1;
            Singing Hills beat Rustington 6.5-5.5;
            Lewes beat Dale Hill 10.5-1.5;
            Peacehaven lost to Tilgate Forest 6.5-5.5;
            Chartham Park beat Hollingbury Park 7.5-4.5;
            Hill Barn beat Sweetwoods Park 6.5-5.5;
            Eastbourne Downs lost to Highwoods 10-2;
            Hassocks lost to Bognor 9.5-2.5;
            Cowdray Park beat Wellshurst 9.5-2.5;
            West Chiltington beat Boars Head 10-2;
            Ifield beat Mid Sussex 7-5;
            Avisford Park beat Waterhall 11-1;
            West Sussex lost to Mannings Heath 7-5.
            Foxbridge, bye.

            Draw for 2nd round to be played June 2:

           Mannings Heath v Foxbridge;
           Littlehampton v Cooden Beach;
           East Sussex National v Cowdray Park;
           Singing Hills v Avisford Park;
           Highwoods v Lewes;
           Tilgate Forest v Bognor;
           Hill Barn v Chartham Park;
           West Chiltington v Ifield.
