BEACON SHOW THE WAY

       
Crowborough Beacon upset the formbook beating fancied Copthorne to reach the Davies & Tate Trophy final when they meet Willingdon in an all-East Sussex showdown.
      
This will be played on September 8 at a venue to be announced.
      
Crowborough's 8-4 victory at East Sussex National followed a 3-1 foursomes lead sending the Beacon into their first final of the Sussex Inter-Club Matchplay knockout championship since 1982.
      
In the other semi-final, at Copthorne, Willingdon beat Haywards Heath 9-3 setting up the chance of making three Trophy wins starting 27 years ago
The Trophy has produced plenty of surprises over the years and Crowborough's success was against the odds but did not come as a surprise to members of the 600-strong club who turned out in force to see this latest triumph.
       
"We are absolutely chuffed and Graham Smith, our team captain, is delighted for all concerned.  Yes, it does seem like a shock, but not to us," said team manager Ian Every.
"Ever since we reached the semi-finals last year and lost to Worthing by only one point we thought we would have every chance next time.  We realised then we had the makings of a useful side and the spirit is superb.  We don't have many category one handicaps but it did help that two of our players, Tom Dagwell and Martin Thornhill are second claim members at East Sussex National and Dagwell plays almost all his golf there."
Ian Every made a valid point that a handicap at Crowborough would probably be lower at a lot of other courses.  This was emphasised by Jeremy Ellwood, who plays off six, winning his singles following a foursome’s success with Dagwell.
Ellwood, the Beacon's backmarker, was one down with three to play but recovered to beat Adam Patterson by one hole.  Dagwell, a full-time amateur who celebrated his 17th birthday the following day, went out first in the singles and beat long-hitting Paul Oliver one up.
Gavin Park, Sussex championship losing finalist in 1995, was the oldest member of the team in his mid-forties.  In his singles with Mark Logan, another over-40s player, Park had it all his own way winning 5 & 4.
COPTHORNE’S REGRETS

Richard Hewitt, Copthorne's team manager, expressed disappointment after the quarterfinals defeat of Worthing.  "But, on the day, Crowborough produced the best golf and deserved the 3-1 foursomes lead.  This was territory we had experienced before and our players were confident they could turn the match around.
"It was critical we got off to a quick start in the singles to get back on level terms.  We put Paul Oliver out first and he has a superb record against tough opposition.  His match with Tom Dagwell was the one to follow.  There were 11 birdies and was one of only two matches all day going to the 18th where Dagwell maintained his narrow edge."
        
Copthorne were without Doug Arnold playing in the seniors' Championship where he came 15th.  His place was taken by Harry Ruffels who won his singles by 4 & 2 over Ian Adams.
Victory would give Copthorne the chance of going on to a record outright sixth Trophy victory and Hewitt reflected on the future:  "Our consistent performances at county level show we remain one of the top teams with an enviable record.
"However, if we are to continue to compete and have hopes of winning scratch trophies we need to see some of our younger players come through and it was very refreshing to see Harry Ruffels earn his spurs in this match."
WILLINGDON LOOKING GOOD

        
The crucial match tipping the scales in Willingdon's favour was Craig Fletcher and Matt Hepburn snatching victory in their foursomes when defeat stared them in the face.
The 18th green at Copthorne slopes from top to bottom and the pin was on the front.  This made a downhill putt all the trickier as the Haywards Heath pair, Rob McNeil and Adam Galbraith were soon to discover.
        
When Hepburn's drive found heavy rough, Fletcher was only able to hack out.  His partner's approach finished 25ft from the hole while Haywards Heath was 12ft away in two but above the hole.
Graham Carn, the Willingdon captain, advised Hepburn:  "Don't charge your putt, go easy."  Meanwhile the Haywards Heath effort ran 16ft past the hole and Fletcher duly sank his for a winning par.  This sent Willingdon in 3-1 instead of a possible 2-2 scenario.
"Everything hinged on that," said Carn who played in one round this season and first appeared for the Eastbourne club as a 17 year-old in 1974.  "I thought it would be a lot tighter.  We knew we would have to think our way around the course and so it proved."  Having an experienced club skipper like Carn who also looks after the team is a big plus for Willingdon.  He was a member of the Trophy winning sides of 1980 and 1984.
         
"Mark Wootton and Matt Hepburn have all been in four losing semi-finals and now, at last, they have broken that duck," he said.
Andy Hull, the Haywards Heath team manager, said:  "Willingdon played well and we didn't.  It was disappointing but we have had a good run.  Our two 16 year-olds, Ali Dalgliesh and Adam Galbraith were our only singles winners.

COODEN AND ESN IN PLATE FINAL

         
East Sussex National scraped into the Plate final on the countback of 15-10 after being given a fright by Highwoods at East Brighton.
         
After the foursomes the Bexhill club trailed 3.5-0.5.  "Remember," urged team manager Vic Massarella, "you are playing for your pride."
Highwoods responded with four wins and it all came down to the last match between Mark Ferry and Malcolm Clear, the ESN team captain.  Ferry, four down after nine, pulled back to all square at 18.  There Ferry was unlucky missing a 15-footer birdie putt and Clear survived to halve and tie the scores 6-6.  The countback was largely affected by ESN winning three matches by a four-hole margin.  The only singles win for ESN was vital, Lee Drew outscoring Roy Stevenson by 4 & 2.
         
Cooden Beach, the other Bexhill club in the last four, knocked out Bognor 7.5-4.5 at Haywards Heath.  From a 2.5-1.5 foursomes advantage, Cooden strung four singles wins together.
         
"It was a good, solid team performance," said team captain Steve Bedwell.  We are very pleased as we rarely get through to finals."
        
Bognor were well served by juniors Tom Lea, Nathan Parke and Liam Maskell.

RESULTS:
Davies & Tate Trophy semi-finals:

         
Willingdon beat Haywards Heath 9-3 at Copthorne;
         
Copthorne lost 8-4 to Crowborough Beacon at East Sussex National.

Plate semi-finals:

        
 Highwoods lost to East Sussex National on countback 15-10 after tieing 6-6 at East Brighton;
        
 Cooden Beach beat Bognor 7.5-4.5 at Haywards Heath.

Final to be played at a venue to be announced on September 8, 2007.
 

